
Iirginia Lopez Begg

12 La Manclia Way

Andover, MA 01810

508-682-8517

October 3» 1992

Ms. Farrel Brandin
306 Brattdn
Winnsboro,,SC 29I8O

Dear Ms. Brandin:

Several weeks ago I called you at Fairfield County
Museum to ask about Hanna Rion (1875-192^), a writer
and artist bom in Winnsboro. You gave me the name of
William Beals here in Massachusetts, and he and I have
been in touch, although he had very little information.
We have been sharing what we have.

You also suggested that I write to you with the facts that
I have gathered so far, and said that your geneaology
committee could do some checking for me. I am, as you
may recall, doing an exhibit at the Schlesinger Library
of American Women at Radcliffe next April. I would very
much like to include Hanna Rion and, it turns out, her
mother, Mary Catherine Rion.

On a separate page, I have written the bare bones of what
I know so far. Then I have added a list of my most
pressing questions, although any information you can
provide will be gratefully received.

The exhibit is to be called Women, Design and the Land and
my section focuses on my area of specialization, American
women garden writers. Hanna Rion wrote two garden books
and to my amazement, her mother wrote one in i860, the
Ladies' Southern Florist. They are the only mother-
daughter garden writers I know of, and the date of the
mother's book makes it extraordinary. There are very
few garden books by women in the nineteenth century. I
have found nn information about MCR though—not even
her dates.

I will look forward to hearing from you when you have the
chance.

With thanks,






